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ALTERNATIVE ENERGY: Elementa proves garbage can serve a valuable purpose

One man’s trash . . .

With Elementa Group pre-
paring to convert Sault Ste.
Marie’s curbside trash into
clean energy, it seems the com-
pany has the potential to help
solve the global problem of
garbage collection.

Elementa has developed a
steam reformation technology
that vaporizes solid waste into
a synthetic gas, similar to natu-
ral gas, which can then be used
to generate electricity.

Put simply, the firm has
found a useful purpose for mu-
nicipal solid waste. As such, it
appears this patented process
might be changing the land-
scape of the garbage industry.

“It’s amazing what technol-
ogy can do to change

green technologies being de-
veloped in Sault Ste. Marie and
how unique they really are.
“What we think of as waste,
(Elementa) thinks of as sup-
ply,” said Strapp.
The Sault Ste. Marie Eco-
nomic Develop-
ment Corpora-
tion has been
working  with
Elementa Group
for a number of
years.
They continue
to work together
to establish a
commercial
plant, which is
expected to em-

the face of the mar-
ket,” Bruce Strapp,
CEO of the Sault Ste.
Marie Economic De-
velopment Corpora-
tion, told the local
Rotary Club during a
presentation March 9.

Strapp was speak-
ing about the many
alternative  energy
projects in the city,
including  Elementa
Group’s  waste-to-
energy venture. The
presentation  drew
many questions from
the crowd, most of
them related to the
attention-grabbing

TOP: Garbage waiting to
be shredded then con-
verted into a synthetic gas
at Elementa’s pilot plant
at the Sault Ste. Marie
landfill site.

MIDDLE: Ernie Dueck
(right), Elementa Group’s
Vice-President of Engi-
neering, gives a tour of
the company facility to a
group of investors from
Brazil.

BOTTOM: Len Zwier-
schke, Vice-President of
Elementa Group, shows
what shredded municipal
solid waste can look like.

ploy more than two dozen staff
and process 35,000 tones of
curbside garbage each year.

For more information on
Elementa’s revolutionary
waste-to-energy system, visit
www.elementagroup.com.
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SMALL BUSINESS: Looking for a low-interest loan to help start or expand your small business?

CYBF and ECSSM do some T(Bing

When it comes to entrepre-
neurship and supporting small
businesses, Canada reigns
supreme.

The nation and Canadian
Youth Business Foundation
recently took home Country
of the Year honours at Global
Entrepreneurship Week Can-
ada in Dubai, U AE.

CYFB is a national charity
that provides low-interest
financing to help aspiring
entrepreneurs.

The accomplishment “was
only possible through our
partnerships with community
organizations (like Enterprise
Centre Sault Ste. Marie),”
said Lori Paris, CYBF’s Sen-
ior Manager of Media Rela-
tions and Communications.
“Community partners are the
storefront of our organization,
and their devotion to and be-
lief in youth entrepreneurs is
what has helped CYBF pro-

vide support and financing to
more than 3,500 start-ups
since we were founded in
1996.”

ECSSM, the small business
wing of the Sault Ste. Marie
Economic Development Cor-
poration, helps businesses
and prospective businesses

access capital, like the
Foundation.
‘ O
their  business
One recent
businessman

financing  provided f"
does this by
plans, which are
success story is
Your Success Is

by the Canadlan
Youth Busmess
helping entre-
preneurs with

then used to apply
for funding.

Grant Baxter.
The local

«éjk & y

Q\ dation in March.

)

cybf.c

owns Alio Consult, an elec-
tronics consulting firm that
teaches businesses and people
how to use any type of gadget
while also providing web
development and IT support.
Baxter, a client of Enter-
prise Centre SSM, received a
$15,000 loan from the Cana-
dian Youth Business Foun-

The funds, to be used for
marketing and office sup-
plies, will certainly come
in handy, he said. “It
will make it easier to
compete. In the
end, it will defi-
nitely grow the
company.”
Meanwhile,
M helping
nies grow is what
Enterprise Centre
SSM does.
“Most

Our Business

compa-

new

business owners are subjec-
tively tied to their projects,”
said Zoltan Virag, ECSSM’s
Youth Business Development
Coordinator. “Because we’re
not associated financially
with any particular business,
we're able to help them reach
a level of objectivity in their
plan. In many cases, being
able to look at a business plan
externally allows us to help
them tweak it accordingly.”

Even more important, said
Virag, is that the Enterprise
Centre knows what the CYBF
and government agencies are
looking for when they review
business plans and funding
applications.

“We can help cater each
application to the specifica-
tions of the funding agency
involved,” he said. “Since we
do these applications on a
regular basis, our experience
in the field comes in handy.”

TOURISM: Festival and event organizers from across Ontario learn from the Sault

EDC staifer shares knowledge in sport tourism workshop

Vancouver. Toronto. Ot-
tawa. Quebec City. Sault Ste.
Marie.

Which one of these cities
seems like it doesn’t belong?

Every four years, the Cana-
dian Adult Recreation Hockey
Association World Cup has
been held in major centres
across the country. But in
2012, the tournament, which
features thousands of interna-
tional players, is coming to
Sault Ste. Marie.

How does a relatively small
city win the rights to host such
a sizeable event?

This question was answered

by Tourism Sault Ste. Marie’s
Steve Hollingshead as he led a
sport tourism workshop March
3 to 6 in Ottawa.

“It’s all about how you sell
your city,” he told the crowd
at the annual conference for
Festivals & Events Ontario.
“This particular sporting event
is unique in the fact that it is a
true hockey vacation. More
than 120 teams from across
the globe will come here to
not just play the game but to
experience what the Sault and
this part of Canada is all about
everything from maple
syrup, zip lining to skiing and

all things in between.”
Hollingshead, TSSM’s Co-
ordinator of Special Projects
and Sport Tourism, admitted
that the Sault may not be the
perfect place for every confer-

ence or tournament. However, §§

if you focus on the city’s ad-
vantages,

imity to some of the best out-
door adventures in Canada,

centres, including Toronto, for
the 2012 hosting rights.

“We proved a small city can
do it,” said Hollingshead.

including its state- #8®
of-the-art facilities and prox-

you can make a strong case | &

that the community can host a
wide variety of events.

The CARHA World Cup is
a prime example. Sault Ste.
Marie beat out several major

PHOTO: Tourism SSM’s
Steve Hollingshead (left) with
CARHA President Michael
Peski in June 2009.
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GREEN MACHINE: Sault’s alternative energy sector spurs global interest

(ily’s green energy projects attract international journalists

Sault Ste. Marie’s wide
variety of alternative energy
projects have been front and
centre in local news outlets
for several years now.

The city’s green sector
recently hit the international
stage when 11 European jour-
nalists visited earlier this
month.

The reporters, hailing from
a variety of publications in
France, Germany and the
United Kingdom, toured al-
ternative energy sites and met
with industry specialists. Site

visits included Elementa’s

pilot waste-to-energy plant,
Essar Power’s cogeneration

facility and the biodiesel pro-
duction headquarters of
SITTM Technologies.

The journalists also heard
presentations from Pod Gen-
erating Group, which is con-
structing Canada’s largest
solar energy farm in Sault
Ste. Marie; Ellsin Environ-
mental, which is building a
tire recycling, carbon black
manufacturing, alternative
energy facility in the city;
and Heliene Canada, which is
opening a solar panel manu-
facturing plant in the Sault.

Information was also
shared by Bruce Strapp, from
the Sault Ste. Marie Eco-

nomic Development Corpora-
tion, and Tom Vair, from the
SSM Innovation Centre. Both
organizations are working
closely with these and other
green sector companies.

The journalists also met
with officials from Essar
Steel Algoma, the Ontario
Sustainable Energy Associa-
tion, City Council and the
City staff team.

The three-day event was
facilitated by the Ontario
Ministry of Economic Devel-
opment and Trade — along
with the Ministry of Northern
Development, Mines and
Forestry — in partnership
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with the SSM Economic De-
velopment Corporation.

"The fact that our city's
green sector can attract such
a wide range of journalists
speaks volume to the amaz-
ing progress the Sault has
made in recent years," said
Randy Tallon, the Economic
Development Corporation’s
Director of International Re-
lations and Global Logistics.

“What’s even more excit-
ing is that there are projects
on the horizon that SSMEDC
is working on that will add to
this sector. Our community
has built am impressive niche
as a global trend setter.”

LEFT: Kristopher Stevens, Executive
Director of the Ontario Sustainable
Energy Association, talks about the
province’s Green Energy Act.

RIGHT: The journalists tour Essar’s
cogeneration facility, which utilizes ex- |
cess gas from the steelmaking process
to generate 70 megawatts of electricity.

LEFT: Dr. Luc Duchesne (left), Presi-
dent and CEO of Forest Bioproducts
Inc., explains his company’s green phi-
losophy to the European reporters.

RIGHT: A member of the visiting dele-
gation watches a presentation from Pod
Generating Group.

LEFT: Mike Wozny, Elementa’s Vice-
President of Business Development,
explains the firm’s revolutionary waste-

to-energy technology to the delegation.

RIGHT: Len Zwierschke, Vice-President
of Elementa, bids farewell as the visiting ,
journalists board a bus at the landfill

after touring Elementa’s pilot facility.
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COLUMN: Questions revel tourist attractions do more than attract tourists

Searchmont Resort provides increased quality of life for the Sault

BY MARC CAPANCIONI
Communications Coordinator
Prior to my days with the

Sault Ste. Marie Economic
Development Corp., [ was a
journalism student at the Uni-
versity of Western Ontario.

My reporting background
means that I take much of
what I hear with a grain of
salt. It's not that I don't trust
people, but I do tend to ask
questions to get to the bottom
of things.

For instance, a few weeks
ago [ was chatting with a co-
worker, lan McMillan, who
heads the EDC's tourism wing.
We were talking about some
of the tourist attractions in the
area and how important they
are to the local economy and
community in general.

Specifically, he told me
that, in many respects, Search-
mont Resort is what sets the
Sault apart from other cities
across the province.

Having skied there many

times over the years, I knew
the hill was a fun place to
visit. But how vital is the
mountain at enticing people to
Sault Ste. Marie?

When describing the resort,
McMillan used phrases such
as "increased quality of life."
The journalist in me quickly
sprung to life, and a few fol-
low-up questions were asked
as I inquired further.

It's not that I didn't believe
him. However, I did want
clarification on what appeared
to be rather bold claims.

McMillan then told me of a
Quebec doctor who relocated
to Sault Ste. Marie because he
and his wife were avid skiers.
My coworker then said that
Searchmont Resort was the
deciding factor in their choice
of community in which to
practice.

I asked for the couple's con-
tact information, so I could get
their story firsthand.

"One of the things that at-
tracted us here was definitely
the ski hill," Dr. Graham Elder
told me. "It factored in very
heavily."

He and his wife hail from

the Montreal area and are no
strangers to the slopes. When
looking for a place to relocate
to in 2000, there were a vari-
ety of criteria they were look-
ing for: a place with first-rate
downhill and cross-country
skiing and a place that offered
a rustic lifestyle as well.

Having the amenities of a
large city, but still offering
short commute times — along
with some of the best wilder-
ness and skiing around —
Sault Ste. Marie proved to be
the perfect fit for the couple
and their two children.

"We think it's a fantastic
place to raise a family," the
orthopedic surgeon went on to
tell me.

"Everything is so close."
When I spoke to his wife, An-
drea, I got more of the same.

When looking for a place to
call home, "We didn't want
anything too big, because we
wanted a family life," she told
me. "And it had to have water
and skiing."

For first showing them
these features, and everything
else the Sault has to offer, the
Elders gave kudos to the local

PAGE 4

Physician Recruitment and
Retention Committee. The
program was successful in
helping to attract the family
here in 2000.

Since relocating, Andrea
has joined the committee. The
rationale, she told me, was that
she wants to give back to the
community that her family
calls home while helping to
make the city a better place to
live for everyone.

Andrea has also since be-
come a volunteer board mem-
ber at Searchmont Resort, the
attraction that provides count-
less hours of fun for her and
her family. Put simply, it looks
like the Elders are here for the
long haul.

Following a little digging, I
discovered that the ski hill,
resting just 40 kilometres from
the Sault, can be credited for
the move and the addition of a
much-needed doctor to my
community.

It's true what they say: You
learn something new every
day.

Originally published in The
Sault Star, Feb. 26, 2010




In the Community: EDC Photo

GREEN SECTOR: Bruce Strapp, Chief
Executive Officer of the Sault Ste. Marie
Economic

Development Corporation,
speaks to the local Rotary Club March 9.
The presentation dealt with the various
green energy projects in the Sault and
why the community deserves the moni-
ker: The Alternative Energy Capital of
North America.

Galler

TV TALK: Andrew Ross (left), General
Manager of Enterprise Centre Sault Ste.

Marie, talks about the recent minimum
wage increase and its impact on small
businesses for a CTV News segment
March 30. Enterprise Centre Sault Ste.
Marie is the small business division of the
Sault Ste. Marie Economic Development
Corporation.
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TAKE 5: Bruce Strapp (standing
right), CEO of the Sault Ste. Marie
Economic Development Corpora-
tion, with guests at the Take 5 event
March 10 in the Russ Ramsey Room
at City Hall. Take 5 is a monthly net-
working event put on by the Sault
Ste. Marie Chamber of Commerce,

in partnership with its members.
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The Sault Ste. Marie Economic Development Cor-
poration is a non-profit organization, funded by pub-
lic and private partners, whose goal is to be the com-

munity’s leader in supporting and promoting an envi-

SSMEDC

CORPORATE
SERVICES

ronment that generates sustainable employment in a

healthy, growing and diversified economy.



